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THE FIRST CLINICAL RECORD OF ANDROGEN INSENSITIVITY
DRAWN FROM THE DISSECTING TABLE
IN ITS SOLE EDITION WITH TWO FOLDING PLATES AFTER RUPPRECHT

STEGLEHNER, GEORG. De Hermaphroditorum Natura. Tractatus anatomico-
physiologico-pathologicus. Bambergae & Lipsiae [Bamberg & Leipzig], apud Carolum
Fridericum Kunz [Carl Friedrich Kunz]|, 1817.

4to (235 X 192 mm), contemporary marbled sheep (basane marbrée), smooth spine with
gilt decorations, boards framed by a gilt roll-tooled border, pp. VIII, 136. Text printed
in Latin in Roman and Italic types. Two folding engraved plates by F. C. Bock after F.
C. Rupprecht, depicting the genital organs of the cases examined. The leaf of Errata
Sensum Perturbantia, an integral part of the textual apparatus, is here present and
complete.

Rare first edition of Steglehner’s Latin treatise on the nature of hermaphroditism.
Although hermaphroditism had been a recurrent subject of learned discussion since the
sixteenth century, the work owes its place in the history of medicine to a single
observation: the author’s account of a twenty-three-year-old of female appearance
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found at autopsy to possess two small testes and no internal female organs, now widely
regarded as the first clinical description of the condition subsequently named Androgen
Insensitivity Syndrome. AS THE SOLE EDITION, ILLUSTRATED AND ISSUED AT THE
HEIGHT OF GERMAN INTEREST IN INTERSEX CASES, IT PRESERVES IN PRIMARY FORM
AN OBSERVATION THAT ANTICIPATES BY MORE THAN A CENTURY THE
ENDOCRINOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE CONDITION.

The treatise is organised in three integrated registers, anatomical, physiological, and
pathological, and the argument proceeds through these in sequence rather than treating
hermaphroditism as a single undifterentiated phenomenon.
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The anatomical portion establishes the morphology of the genital organs in the cases
under study, supported by the two folding plates designed by Rupprecht and engraved
by Bock, which discharged the same evidentiary office that wax casts and serial reports
performed in the wider medical culture of the period.

The physiological and pathological discussions interpret these structures with regard to
function and to departure from the expected sexual type. The decisive passage records
an autopsy: in a subject of apparently female external appearance, aged twenty-three,
the author found the internal female reproductive organs absent and two small testes
present. This disjunction between outward feminine presentation and concealed
testicular tissue is the feature that later authorities recognised as the clinical signature of
Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome, also termed Testicular Feminization Syndrome.



Methodologically the work belongs to the empirical, autopsy-based current of early
nineteenth-century anatomy, in which conclusions regarding sex were drawn from the
dissected body and from the presence or morphology of the gonads rather than from
external appearance or patient testimony alone. Its textual apparatus includes the Errata
Sensum Perturbantia leat, a corrective device of more than usual importance in a Latin
technical text, where a single misprint could distort an anatomical description.
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The treatise appeared at a moment when German medicine and Prussian law were
jointly preoccupied with the problem of intersex bodies. Under the General State Laws
for the Prussian States of 1794, individuals of indeterminate sex could elect to live as
male or female upon reaching majority, and a class of “travelling medical specimens”
arose, persons who granted the right to examine their bodies in return for payment and
who carried portfolios of diagnostic reports between physicians. The author worked
within this milieu: in the very year of publication he examined a celebrated intersex
subject of his day, identified in the later literature with the figure known variously as
Karl Diirrge and as Maria Dorothea Derrier, then a case under his hand in Bamberg,
and reported a cystic uterus.

Waithin its discipline the work both inherits and departs from tradition. The general
subject of hermaphroditism had been amply debated between the sixteenth and



eighteenth centuries, and the treatise’s value lies less in its theme than in a particular
observation that eluded earlier frameworks: a case irreducible to the older binary or
“true hermaphrodite” categories then in dispute. The diftusion of such knowledge
depended upon a Latin learned literature circulating across the German states and
beyond, and these findings were cited in the later nineteenth-century compilations on
human malformation and hermaphroditism.

Modern reviews of Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome trace the first description of the
complete form to 1817, the year and substance of this autopsy report, assigning the book
a documented place at the origin of a clinical entity not fully explained until the
twentieth-century discovery of androgen-receptor dysfunction,

GEORG STEGLEHNER served as surgeon at the State Penitentiary in Bamberg and as a
professor at the city’s Medical School, where he also taught at the municipal midwifery
school. The title-page styles him Theatri Anatomici Bambergensis Prosector, prosector
of the Bamberg anatomical theatre, a function consistent with the autopsy-centred
method of the present treatise. This conjunction of penal, academic, and obstetric duties
placed him at the institutional crossroads through which difficult cases of sexual



ambiguity were routinely referred, and he was regularly consulted on hermaphroditism,
examining several intersex individuals well known in his day.

Among his published output, De Hermaphroditorum Naturaremains the work for
which he is chiefly remembered, and it proved sufticiently authoritative to be cited by
name in subsequent German monographs on hermaphroditism and malformation
throughout the nineteenth century. No other major work 1is attributed to him. This
book constitutes both his principal scholarly statement and the point at which his clinical
practice with intersex subjects was distilled into enduring medical literature.

CONDITIONS: The hinges are split and the upper headcap is wanting. The volume is

otherwise complete, retaining both folding engraved plates and the Errata Sensum
Perturbantia leaf.

REFERENCES: Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome, in Science Direct Topics,
Pharmacology, Toxicology and Pharmaceutical Science, noting the 1817 first
description of the complete form; A. BATISTA et al., Androgen insensitivity syndrome:
a review, PMC10118986, 2018.

T - ——

N L

Cavum abdominis in
eliam valde ab inyicen di
ciem acmulari

ulroque sexu ex partibus simili

flert: ug CONStifuty
EXCavAli gy

s pelyig o5

abdomen mulierls eylingy
i ylindri
et cylindrienm fere o diaphragmate - ad super;

: itur, adeo quidem ,
westit, sacous peritonaei in viris

ut tolun abdominis cayum of qui hoe jn.
in
phragmatis musculum Yersa,

pyriformis sit, basi ejusdom versus dis.

2 Lervice autem pelyi desinenta, i Torminjs

e onvenial. Quia pectus viro altius est, pelvis

. que ad thoracem ratio minor, et integumenta communia abd,

15 a vasto thoracis inferiori i : il

criori termino versus ilei et is o

S : et pubis dssa obliquo

unt, Ut in regione pubis planum anterius Tieas

net, quacunque etiam ulterius in

ita quidem
centoali corporis magis' incli

concurrat, Angulim

§ _I:I:pochund.n‘p ex carlilaginibus sextac et seplimae castae; ‘porro ex
ceslis spuriis octava nempe, nona,

stituta in viro magis versus inferiora descendunt et ad anteriora dueuptur

quam in foemina, ubi ob majorem decrescentiae rationem osseae costarum, |

partes lateribus tantum sustinendis impenduatur; exinde hyyochondria
mulicbrin maximam partem attactu virilibus molliora cnmpréssinraque sunt,
talique modo foemina formam yenustiorem gracilioremque acquirit. Pel.

¥is maris et fofminae rationcs reciprocae utpote museulorum ghutzeorum

exiremitatumque inferiorum nimis sunt coguilae, guam ul comparatione
indigerent. 3 5

. Tn genere partes inferivyes ad superiores ubique in ratione opposila
ap‘hnbent; diversi sexus i i pPpositi iam efficit;
thorax. pe.lyl‘ yppositus, viri irritabili is, organon praevalens et
centrale est, utpote regio pelvis qua centrum activifati genericae produc=
tionis in foemina; idcogue partes eorum conslituentes ratione sexus quo=

b i i vil 1Ima
" atque ice vocis indoles ila a sexu dependet, utsi vir prim

* in foto corpore ifa

decima, undecimia et dugdecima cone |

- 29
utae, Cum formationo praedominants tho-

conténta organisatione perfectiori exeultiori=
jora, cor et pulmones, sed et horum

gue magis minusvo sunt evol
ravis virilis clism omnia efus
qué praccellunt; non solum vasa maj
tracheas el larynx annexus magis ovol . E !
ut vox a pulmanibus, trachea arteria et larynge formata in maribus g

ini i yenustioris acutior observetur;
tor, in focminis vero praecipue formae yemus! a :
yior, in fo P ip e

[vantur et amplificantur; binc fit,

nunquam ulterius barytonam ot
Talis eunuchus spermate carens

nis " essentiali virilitalis parte  privetur,
solis maribus propriam yocem acfuirct. A
permutatur, ut virili habitu emnino destituatur et

forat. Larynx masculus ab osse

formam T
7 & . =
liyoideo in facie anteriore colli magis prominet, nodum formans, po

_ mum Adami vulge vocatum; in foemina autem mints perspicuus” ossique

linguali propior ‘est; insuper totius corporis muliebris superficies est magis
plana, mogis laevigata et tenuior et mollior quam in vire, qui cule piloss
et mento barbato consignitus; -tandem in muliere bene normalilerque for=

. mata, nullis morbis eorrupin ‘a tempore pubertatis ad decrepitifatem usque

regularis profusio mensium sanguinea aut saltem mucosas -in viris autem

mon raro nocturna seminis emissio” a- somnis lascivis excita observatur,

quod Quidum aimaloulis illi propyiis et odore, foribus berberum comve
nients ab aliis humoribus praccipuc distinguitur,

Click to access

High Resolution Images

*ﬁ



https://bibliopathosfinearts.picflow.com/wWYsqm26GPHTA4DS

	References: Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome, in Science Direct Topics, Pharmacology, Toxicology and Pharmaceutical Science, noting the 1817 first description of the complete form; A. Batista et al., Androgen insensitivity syndrome: a review, PMC101189...

