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THE PERSISTENCE OF CLASSICAL PHYSIOLOGY
THE ENDURANCE OF ARISTOTELIAN AND GALENIC DOCTRINE
AT THE THRESHOLD OF MODERN SCIENCE

BRESCIANO, GIROLAMO. Physiologiae libri duo, quibus naturae miracula miro ordine,
& doctrina explicantur. Venetiis: apud Damianum Zenarium, 1596.

4to (200 x 140 mm), contemporary full calf, blind-tooled with double-fillet border on
both boards, red sprinkled edges, plain spine with faint vestiges of raised bands, ft. [12],
108. Text in Latin, printed in roman and italic types with occasional Greek; single
column throughout. Woodcut ornamental headpieces and large historiated initials.
Printer’s device on title: a crowned salamander amid flames within an ornate frame
bearing the motto Virtuti sic cedit invidia. Early ink notes at head of title-leaf verso.
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RARE FIRST EDITION OF a LATE RENAISSANCE COMPENDIUM OF PHYSIOLOGIA, in the
classical sense of natural philosophy and general physiology, divided into two books and
arranged as short, interrogative quaestiones. Drawing on Aristotelian and Galenic
authorities, Bresciano examines the structures, powers, and operations of nature, from
the faculties of the soul and the constitution of bodies to zoological and botanical
phenomena. Interwoven with these are medical commonplaces and themes of “natural
magic,” such as sympathies and antipathies, treated within a dialectical framework that
privileges system and order over experimentation.
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Produced within the conservative Venetian-Padovan milieu of the 1590s, the work
exemplifies the enduring vitality of scholastic natural philosophy at a moment when
new latro-chemical and empirical trends were emerging.

The preliminaries include the title bearing Zenaro’s salamander device, a dedicatory
epistle to Sigismund Bathory, Prince of Transylvania, Moldavia, Wallachia, and of the
Holy Roman Empire, framing the treatise as a restitution of sound doctrine to a world
intellectually unsettled, and a concise Preface.

Book I opens with the general Prohemium Naturam esse veré, et in rebus singulis
animadverti, then proceeds through a long sequence of compact guaestiones that address
the four elements, qualities, mixture, generation and corruption, and the faculties of the
vegetative and sensitive souls, with excursuses on nutrition, growth, sensation, and



motion. Written in the Problemata style, each chapter poses a question, discusses it

through authorities and reason, and concludes with a briet probatio.

¢ PHISTOLO@p

Epitogus ftituti, (eft alit formalegitima coiufefiqs tragapne .. .
St liter T ipfo examinata)& fandamé nu?libi:;;:;"!"
ciomib.foppoficsmiliscHceiads leGori, fquie i Er
getné oino gdé vulgo pitituta ratus, fuprg Gfmn? oty
lavi,vepore  fint in hun fmet Phyfice do@ring mm&‘?ﬂk
copiofins dembftrara: rr:'jpgmﬂ'us vhius § ﬁ:riha%r'd“-’dign%
ingenij legere ppetuo ftudebo, qpanim diftrafyqe i

brorii multitndo,& folia Peripati;cui pridé ,-“h:ig::ffﬁ: :

&,vtde [uo Epicuro Lucretius viiica mutaca v, feul
fe fequar Graiz gétis decus; inque fo is'nﬁca.ﬁx:?:i; P'Wb::?;:
e h o % dit pong 0
veftigia fignis,caufas effetoll quoridd Naturg d._,émnl‘ i
fane mo p indiciii liceat, né ta, veille dicere, quafi p 'l:.'“sa‘]\lq
pidceras, & fixas p téplori forib defcribedas noliy Mk
tenere,fed veernditulit vni Boeotii de multis aliquop Putetr,
coie@atione venaril : nec.n.illepidi eft fua vitia noffe;aue

ignoradtid detegere :nd qué pgrediar viterius § ve verz‘ﬁc il
difcernd haud intelligo, certiora pniiciét, q & peipj l'uh::?'[]:-l

_ ma pofie [perdr, & fapientiores Socrate multa .,pgréwm'ﬁ,‘]l :
Socrates »i penitusti-definiére effe crediit; allatae fummii-fere‘-h;amﬂ
bil affirmat cerpor@ [pecies, & honorabiliores qualitares ‘manifeftins !
rétesinefle rebus, &-quas vt'formas ppriasearis, ﬁtun&madz
cameétori, in ofone fubftatiz fumimus, de hisergo peipuams
aimé fint hiic i modi tradita ; ¢ fi inflo maiorg forcaffe videas
alicui ptefo copid, & conclamari,ohe, fine fis loqui;plus fatel
zqui,bonidue, p fnain hofes lenitate cdlulat:neque.n.eftoblta
i1 multa séper apponi : & 4 facili cGuinatore, qlq; til aceibéti
cbuinarn bellus cotérns manet illa efca,cui amplios faporisgis
ti,8 delitiarii, ineffe deguftauerit; finair obfcurizas danetur
immodica verbori parfimonia c6tra&a né valde mounebor;g
xmpis 07" elaeiy ToAndied Te ke et 5 & Theocritic [cid nd mins
vere § prudétifsime diétii, [oué nec plauid, nec fereni, plact
©ibus;hiic'Afiand illd dele&ar exuberitid imitari;placetillil
conifum emulari, rurfus & alifiure cateris pferédi Rhodiex
fem diligir exprimere mediocritaté, fua cuig; Regina Regiod!
dilplicer; me gde wedpa wiv,de rebus, <1 pand Atybor, Home
* fice maximopere lemperobleGarunt, & in iam fuperioribt

v & s DAL R 30
JERONYMI
gt R RS AN T
Wi pHYSIOLOGE”

' ‘J.'IBE'I_l“ SECVNDYVS.

MINIS CONTEMPLATIO

" pirabilis ad inflar totins €5t .
O FRARE AT LO:

HO.

¥ awvs oniuerfafimulhac fia &
“gwla, 1otins [pherica fignranon cons,

o cylmdriscomplesa pre formes alys

lacita Opifics [empitexnvqua fabrica-

i retur Mundus wofine lepore.ans rhyth.
mosquibusiiber mod:s optima fpeiieenr,

A now tamen pawca fingulariter funt in

S, YN que Benignimiracula faitoris, ac opert

NN e | N ature Communis , dennrati, quod off

Jrmum T heolagia folumstan doval nam degeneri
Siliantia wos orvos mon fimpl fuufei

{fuoque tae i
“ongraiehar; hac autem circa pars nobilior wei quafi exira f¢
a’f"ﬁ! 4,0 & fpecuta collyffrans ommnias defpicie multa,quornm can-
Jueratia per quam necefariaveritari ibus, ¢ Desuene-
vatoribus, fibi, guadransifima fubducende ipfius in calumn Dis o,
Wn0rm Lationiy nihilhominus,coterts mifiisin [¢ con= perdicionis,

Ignorantia
V7

zque acin feriatim fublequétibus,deiforcylax excufabile ﬂ'ti“?:
per eruditorum: chartas euitageurum; . .- "

) ) Ll
ertens cogitariones samquam ad periferiam lincds promouens cafa.
1] o H
Y hyfiologi libri primi Finis «

2 dcen-

Book II begins with a separate preface headed Hominis contemplatio mirabilis ad instar
totius est, signalling a shift toward anthropological inquiry. The ensuing guaestiones
examine the human microcosm, complexion, stature, passions, sleep and dreams,
memory, imagination, and the humoral foundations of health and disease, supplemented
by zoological and botanical observations and occasional references to medical practice.
Both books conclude with alphabetical indices of principal matters, underscoring the
author’s programmatic insistence on ordo and pedagogical clarity.

Printed by Damiano Zenaro, a prominent Venetian printer active in scientific and
philosophical texts from the 1560s to the early seventeenth century, the Physiologiae
Iibr1 duo represents the conservative current of late sixteenth-century natural philosophy
rooted in Aristotle and Galen. In the Veneto, particularly around the University of
Padua, such treatises remained central to scholastic and medical education even as
Paracelsian iatro-chemistry, mathematical natural philosophy, and empirical observation
began to gain ground.

Bresciano’s emphasis on ordered exposition, doctrinal clarity, and his polemical tone
against contemporary “errors” align him with the didactic and restorative ethos of
traditional medicine and philosophy. The book’s sober yet elegant mise-en-page, with
woodcut initials and headpieces but no illustrations, and its comprehensive indices mark



it as a typical learned quarto intended for university students and literati, rather than for

experimental practitioners
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GIROLAMO BRESCIANO Latinized Hieronymus Brisianus Saloensis, was a physician and
philosopher from Salo (Lake Garda), active in the late sixteenth century. Trained in the
liberal arts and philosophy before obtaining his medical degree at Padua, he practiced in
Brescia and Venice, within a conservative intellectual milieu that sought to reaffirm
classical natural philosophy against emergent Paracelsian and empirical doctrines.

His small yet coherent corpus, all printed by Damiano Zenaro, reflects a consistent effort
to restore order and method to the sciences and to defend Galenic orthodoxy. His
Methodus scientiarum (Venice, 1588) establishes a systematic hierarchy of the sciences;
the Nova medicina (Venice, 1591) is a polemical refutation of what he considered the
“errors of modern physicians”; and the Physiologiae libri duo (Venice, 1596) synthesizes
natural philosophy and anthropological reflection into a comprehensive account of
nature and man. Collectively, these works form a didactic trilogy that seeks to preserve
the rational and ordered structure of Aristotelian-Galenic thought on the eve of the

scientific revolution.

CONDITIONS: Few marks of use at binding; internally perfectly preserved.



PROVENANCE: Editorial comment at verso of title page, Capitum, & Materiarum
Indices videbis post praefactionem (“The tables of contents and subjects appear after the
preface”).

REFERENCES: G. MAZZUCHELLI, GIi scrittori d'Italia: cioé notizie storiche e critiche
intorno alle vite e agli scritti dei letterati 1taliani, Brescia: Bossini, 1753; P. BRUNATI,
Dizionarietto degli uomini illustri della Riviera di Salo, Salo: Tipografia Giordani, 1837;
ATENEO D1 SALO. Catalogo cinquecentine, no. 171: entry for Bresciano, Physiologiae
libri duo, with collation a—c* A—Z* Aa—Dd*, impronta and inventory note: pdf, Salo
2017: pp. 12-13.
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